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In 1884, Bishop Cleary asked Father J.J. Kelly to organize a French parish in the east end of Cornwall. The French population 
had been steadily increasing as many French speaking people were moving to Cornwall to work in the various textile mills of 
the town and surrounding area. Three years later on September 8, 1887, Bishop Cleary duly laid the corner stone. It would be 
left to Father Paul-Antoine DeSaunhac to oversee the actual construction of the church.  

On October 2, 1892, Archbishop Cleary was invited by Bishop Alexander Macdonell to bless the new church. That same year, 
Masses on Christmas Day were celebrated in the unfinished structure. The first bell was installed in 1895, the Way of the Cross 
was erected in 1909 and the erection of the Church Arches and the Casavant organ were installed in 1914.  

Some of the pioneering organizations of the parish were the League of the Sacred Heart (1890), the Children of Mary (1904) and 
the League of the Holy Rosary (1908). Another significant group was the Sisters of the Congregation of Notre-Dame, who had 
played an important role in Catholic education at St. Columban’s, and now at La Nativité. 

From 1916 to 1942, Father Duncan MacDonald oversaw the parish. Le Bon Père Dunc, as he was affectionately known, was 
endowed with an extraordinary personality, a pious man and lover of the poor. Among other things, he oversaw the building of 
the sacristy, the establishment of the cemetery and the construction of the rectory. He also grew the parish to the point that 
two new parishes came into being in 1937: St-Félix-de-Valois and St. Francis de Sales. 

The first French-Canadian pastor of the parish was Father Azellus Brunelle. He oversaw the parish from 1942 to 1960. Other 
pastors included Msgr Bernard Guindon, Father Aimé Leduc, Father (now 
Bishop) Luc Bouchard, Father René Dubé, Msgr Réjean Lebrun and Father 
Laurier Rivet. 

In 1976, La Nativité de la Bienheureuse Vierge Marie was raised to the rank of 
Co-Cathedral of the Diocese. 

The parish celebrated their centenary in 1987. On November 27, 1987, they 
hosted their banquet with the theme of honouring the clergy. 
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