
The Diocese Welcomes a Special Guest 

Diocese of Alexandria-Cornwall 

This Week in History 
January 4, 2016 

On Sunday, January 9, 1972, the Diocese of Alexandria welcomed Bishop Guido Del Mestri, the Apostolic 
Pro-Nuncio to Canada. Bishop Del Mestri, who was born in Banja Luka, in the then Austro-Hungarian 
Empire, present day Bosnia and Herzogovina, was the youngest of the six children of Count Gian Vito 
Del Mestri and his wife Baroness Marianna Degrazia. This career diplomat had doctorates in philosophy, 
theology and canon law.  

Bishop Del Mestri was appointed Nuncio for Canada on June 20, 1970. He spent five years here before 
being appointed Apostolic Pro-Nuncio to Germany.  

Apostolic nuncio, also known as a papal nuncio, is the title for an ecclesiastical diplomat of the Holy See 
to a state or international organization. The nuncio, who is appointed by and represents the Vatican, is 
the head of the diplomatic mission, called an Apostolic Nunciature, which is the equivalent of an embassy. The term nuncio is 
derived from the Latin word, nuntius, which means "envoy" or "messenger". 

The following is an excerpt from Bishop Adolphe Proulx’s homily on the occasion of this visit. 

Today, to celebrate with us, the baptism of Christ and at the same time our common baptism, we have the pleasure of welcoming to the 
Diocese of Alexandria, His Excellency Bishop Guido Del Mestri...He has come to visit us as Pope Paul VI’s representative... 

You have come in his name to visit the people of God who reside in the counties of Stormont and Glengarry. As in the time of the apos-
tles, when St. Paul regularly visited the emerging churches to confirm them in their fidelity to Christ, so you by your visit continue this 
tradition. 

...Please convey to Pope Paul VI, our affection as part of the people of the universal God by assuring him of our fervent prayer... ����� ����� ��	
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