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Father Charles Francis Gauthier, born August 21, 1886, was a native of the 4th of Kenyon. He attended the Al-
exandria Separate School, the University of Ottawa and the Grand Séminaire de Montréal. He was ordained on 
December 19, 1913, at the Basilica in Ottawa by his uncle, the Most Reverend Charles Hugh Gauthier, Arch-
bishop of Ottawa. On Sunday, December 21, 1913, the newly ordained Father Charles celebrated his first mass at 
St. Finnan’s Cathedral. He was originally appointed assistant pastor at St. Columban’s and then at St. Finnan’s. 
In 1924, he was given charge of his first parish, St. Catherine of Sienna, followed by St. Anthony’s and St. Alex-
ander’s among others. 

Father Charles loved sports and loved the youth. He was a talented athlete who excelled at hockey and lacrosse, 
and who played football during his university days. His love of sport never left him and in fact, before Mass he could often be 
found on the hockey rink or the soccer field showing the rudiments of the game to the youth of the community. On July 11, 
1979, he was one of the inaugural inductees of the Glengarry Sports Hall of Fame for his dedication to sports as a player, coach 
and organizer. 

A Golden Anniversary is always a time of great celebration, and Fa-
ther Charles’ anniversary was no exception. On that occasion, Bish-
op Rosario Brodeur said, “I don’t know anyone who can count so 
may friends, young and old, regardless of race, creed or colour.” 

At one point, Father Gauthier was perhaps the most loved citizen of 
Glengarry.  

Father Charles died on May 20, 1976, just a few months shy of his 
90th birthday. He is buried in St. Finnan’s Cathedral cemetery. 
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